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V. A Letter from Mr. Tho. Hearne, M. A. 
of Oxford, to Mr. Ralph Thoresby, F. %$. 
occajiond by fome Antiquities lately dif cover d 
near BRAMHAM-MOOR in YORK¬ 
SHIRE. 

WORTBT SIR , 

§. i.T^Rom the great Variety of antient Monuments con- 
tinually found in thefe IJlands *cis plain that vafl 
Improvements might be made to the Accounts that have 
been hitherto given of the Britijh Antiquities , and there 
is no reafon to doubt but if Mr. Cambden were now living 
he could with eafe inlarge his Britannia to another Vo¬ 
lume of equal Value with the former. Coyns were not fo 
generally taken notice of by learned Men at that time as 
they have been (, ince $ at leaft if they did take notice of 
them, yet they were not fo curious as to put down the 
feveral Defections of them, nor to confider their true Vfe. 
Since his Excellency Baron Spanheims Book, and other 
Works of the fame kind were publilh’d, Scholars have 
been more inquifitive after thefe Relicks j and from the 
infinite numbers dug up amongft us, divers Places that 
were of note in the times of the Romans , but are now 
quite deftroy’d, have been found out, which Mr. Cambden 
knew nothing of in his time for want of thefe Difcoveries. 
Add to this that the Antiquity of fome ocher Towns may 
be carried by thefe Helps much higher than he has done 
in his refpe&ive Difcourfes of them; and particularly 
Witney, within feven Miles of Oxford , appears to be of 
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note long before Edward the Confejfor’s time, as I gather 
from Roman Coy ns lately found there, fome of which I 
have had communicated to me by the Reverend Dr. Ralph 
Trumbull , not long fince Rector cf that Place. The bed 
of thofe fent to me is one of impure Silver (according 
to the Cujlom of that Time ) in Honour of Julia Mammeea^ 
Mother to Alexander Severus. That which makes it the 
more likely that here was a Town fo early is this, that 
the IckenUd Way palled not iarfrom it on the right hand 
in i‘s Courfe to Cirencejler , where all the four Great Ways 
crofs’d, I might here mention orher Places , that have 
receiv’d the fame Advantage for their Antiquity , if [ were 
not fuffieiently fatisfied that you are much better acquaint¬ 
ed with this Fart of Learning , and with the feveral 
ZJfes of it than l am. Thro J the Ignorance of divers 
that light upon thefe aid Monuments it is that many of 
them are quite deftroy’d $ but then there are not wanting 
feveral ingenious Gentlemen , who out of a natural Love 
so Antiquity fpare no Cofls nor Pains to colled and pre- 
lerve as many as they can, and are always ready to^com- 
municate to the Publ ck their Obfcrvalions upon -them. A- 
mongfc thefe I defervedly reckon your felf, -who as You 
have made a very good Colleffion, to you have withal 
been pleafed to oblige the. Learned World with fevc- 
ral curious Difcourfes upon them in the Phil ofophied 
Tranfaclions. You have llkewife been fo kind as to fa¬ 
vour me with the Account of fome of them, and when 
l was ingaged in the Oxford Edition of Livy , you took 
care to tranfmit to me two Infcriptions , which (hew that 
the \xih Legion of the Romans refided at Tork. Thefe 
I have made publick at the End of the lad Volume in the 
Annotations (a). But I am mod concern’d at prefent for 
the old Infruments which you tell me were fome Months 
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fince found at a Place call’d Ofmondthick near Bramham- 
Moor in your County), concerning which yon defire T 
Would give you my Opinion y which I fhall the rather 
do that you may fee I am not unmindful of your Favoursy 
bu» ana willing to make all pojjible Returns I can. 

2. Thefe Inflruments it appears from your Letter are 
of Brafs, and are five or fix in number , but of different 
Sizes, from a little more than three to four Inches and a 
half in length , and from one and a half to two and a half 
in breadth. They are fomewhat in form of a Wedge, as 
proceeding from a thin Edge to one and a half or two 
Inches at the thicker End , where they are hollowed to put 
upon a Shaft- Each of them has an Ear or Loop, which 
that I may the better perceive the form of, you have been 
at the Pains of adding the Draught of one, accurately 
done by your felf. From your exalt and nice Relation 
’tis plain that they are juft like rhat we have in the Repo - 
fitory adjbyning to the Bodlejan Library at Oxford. This 
has been kept there for feveral Tears $ but where’twas 
difeovered there is not the leaft Memorial to inform us. 
Perhaps it might be procur’d by Dr. Plot when he was 
writing the Natural Hijlory of Staffordjhire, where he 
has (b) mentioned feveral Instruments of the fame kind 
dug up in that County. You have told me that ’tis your 
Opinion that thefe Instruments were the Heads of Spears 
or walking Staves of the civiliz’d Britainst, and for Con¬ 
firmation of it you refer me to Mr. Speed’s Hijlory of Great 
Britain, (c) where he has publifh’d the Figures of the 
antient Britains both before and after they were civiliz’d . 
You acknowledge however that the Tops of the Spears there 
arc fomewhat different from thofe we are now confidering. 
And indeed they are not only fomewhat but altogether diffe- 
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rent, being exactly of the fame Make with thofe wc find 
in the Columna Trajan a and the Books that reprefent to us 
the Military Instruments of the old Romans, Greeks , &c. 
But had they been of fome Refemblance, yet I cannot fee 
that thofe Figures in Speed are of any Authority. For tho’ 
you guefs that they were copied from old MSS. yet I 
could never yet meet with any MSS. of our Bri- 
tijh Hijlory that have any fuch Figures. If ever any 
one had them, we have reafon to prefume that other Books 
upon the fame Subjeft would have retain'd them ; at lead 
we ought not to doubt it of Copies of the fame Author. 
That is the Method obferv’d in other Sorts of MSS. The 
Illuminators were generally left at liberty as to the Orna¬ 
mental Parts of the Great Letters 5 but when any Figures 
were to be depitted that fliould illudrate and explain the 
Author, there they were to be exdf and pun&ual, and they 
had no more Allowance to alter them than they had to 
alter and interpolate the Text of the Author himfelf. Hence 
I am inclin’d to think that thefe Figures are modern, and 
are owing to Mr. Speed himfelf. Tis alfo what himfelf 
insinuates in the fame Chapter, acknowledging that they 
were adapted to the Defcriptions given of the Britains in 
antient Authentick Authors. But not to examine other Far - 
ticulars , the Form of the Spears in their Hands is not 
countenanc’d by any Authority of Note. For tho’ Hero* 
dian has acquainted us that they ufed Jhort Spears, yet he 
is fiient as to the Make of them. Nor indeed have we 
any where a good Account of the Military Arms of the 
Britains. The Authors tranfmitted to Poferity by them 
are modern in comparifon of the Roman Writers, and 
are withal Romantic k and not to be rely’d on. And as 
for the Bards they took no care to tranfmit to, Po- 
fierity thefe Weapons, or to give us nice Relations of 
their Countrymen. Tis true, there have been and are dill 
found feveral Infiruments made of Flint, which tile beffc 
Judges edeem to be Britijh. The Flint Heads of their 
Arrows are commonly called in Scotland Elf-Arrows, as 
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being fuppofed to have an extraordinary Virtue again ft the 
Elves , and to drop from the Clouds . There are other 
Flints fomewhat in form of Axes , and thefe Dr. Plot 
calls ( [d ) Britifh Axes 5 but Dr. Leigh thinks (e) they 
are Indian. Sir William Dugdale inclines to the Opinion 
embrac’d by Dr. Plot , and he acquaints (f) us with 
feveral of about four Inches and an half in length , cu* 
rioufly wrought by Grinding. But they might as well 
have been Roman , the Romans having ufed Flint Weapons 
as well as the Britains, and ’tvvas from the Romans that 
the Britains learn’d the Art of wording them. That which 
alfo feems to make us believe that they might be Roman, 
is that thofe mentioned by Sir William were found at 
Oldbury, Aldbury or Ealdbury, which was a Roman Fort , 
and is the fame in Signification with Alchejler in Oxford- 
( hire, Alchejler being nothing elfe but e a ib-ceaj-cep, fo call’d 
by the Saxons to (hew that ’twas a Place of Antiquity 
even in their Time. And tho’ the Anonymous Author.oi 
the Antiquities of Alchejler at the End or the Parochial 
Antiquities of Ambrofden derive it from AlleBus, as if he 
were th e Founder, yet there is no Authority either from 
Coyns y Inferiptions, or Books to countenance the Conje + 
Bure. 

§. Now fince there are no Authentkk Authors by 
which we may learn what Arms were made ufe of by the 
Britains in their Wars, I can think of no properer Me¬ 
thod for finding this out than by feeing what Arms were 
in ufe amongft thofe People from whom they immediately 
had their Original • Mr. Sheringham , who was a learned 
Man and endued with an accurate Judgment , inclines to 
the Story of Geffry of Monmouth, who deduces the Bri- 


(d) Loco fupra citat. (?) Natural Hijtory of Lancashire, lib. I. p. 182, 
(f) Antiquities of Wamickihire, pag. 778. 
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tains from the Trojans. And this is the Opinion too ©f 
feveral other learned Men. But whatever their Abilities 
and Authority might be in other Refpe&s, yet in this they 
mud be reckon d partial, and I rather ftfike in with thofe 
other Writers of more authority who derive the Britains 
from the Gauls 3 amongft whom Mr. Camden is chief. He 
has diligently and nicely prov’d that the Gauls and Britains 
had the fame Religion 5 that they both had their Bards 
and Druids , enjoy’d the fame form of Government, us’d the 
fame Method of Fighting, had the fame Natural Genius, 
were equally candid and innocent , were addicted to change 
when provok’d, were compajjionate to their Relations, and 
always ready to partake in their Vindication. He has 
withal (hew’d that they both affe&ed great Numbers of 
Servants , that their Buildings were alike and were fur- 
rounded with Woods , that they both ufually wore Chains 
of Gold about their Necks, and had Rings on their Mid¬ 
dle-Fingers 5 that they both wore long Hair, and that the 
Garments call’d Brack £ were common to each. Thefe Things 
he confirms from the bejl and mojl approved Authors. And as 
the chief ejl Argument he has alledg’d Variety of Injlances to 
iliew that they (poke the fame Language. Mr. Sheringham 
himfelf was aware of this, and therefore to evade the 
Force of the Argument he makes ( g ) the Trojans to come 
through Gaul, which being then thinly inhabited, he 
fays Brute and his Companions foon conquer’d if, built a 
City, and continued there ’till fuch time as they had well 
peopled it, after which they pafs’d over into Britain, 
and by that means the Britains came to have the fame 
Language. This is his Hypothecs, which is fo far from 
deferving Approbation, that it does not feem confident 
with ufual Prudence, nor with the other wife Ads that 
are afcrib’d to Brute. For no one that rightly confiders 
can think that Brute would voluntarily leave fo large a 
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Country Gaul for one that was fo much lefs. It is 
therefore more likely that the Britains had their imme¬ 
diate Original from the Gault. Cicfar himfelf thought 
fo as to thofe that inhabited more near the Coajls, 
notwithftanding his Obfervatlon that the Midland Peo¬ 
ple were Aborigines. Nor will Boxhorns AJJertion that 
the Gallick Tongue was the fame with the Scythian over¬ 
throw this Hypothecs. For it may very well be fuppo- 
fed that the Gauls came firft from the Scythians, who 
are in Juftin (h) obferv’d to have been the moft an- 
tient People, and to have contended with the Egyp¬ 
tians on that Score. This will exactly agree with 
what Camden and others have afferted concerning 
the Gauls being defcended from Gower, the eldejl Son 
of Japhet. I know indeed that Mr. Sammes derives 
the Scythians from Magog the fecond Son of Japhet , 
But (not here to take nonce of his contradi&ing him¬ 
felf in this Point ) fincc Strabo (i) and Stephanus (k) 
mention a City call’d Gogarena between Colchis and 
Iberia, and fince the City Hierapolis in Calo-Syria, ac¬ 
cording to Pliny (/), was call’d by the Syrians MAGOG, 
tis more probable that Magog feated himfelf in thofe 
Countries , near to which his agreed his Brethren fet¬ 
tled, than that he wandred fo far out of the Way 
from them. Here I cannot but take notice that the 
Britains were like the Scythians a frugal People, and 
their long Lives (they often living to the Age of 120 
Tears ) might in great meafore be afcrib’d to their 
Temperance, and their Milk, Dyet, ("juft like the Hippo- 
molgs mentioned by Homer (m). And as Mfchylus 
tells us that the Scythians were smnns Borfyef 
a jujl Nation and addi&ed to the Feeding of Horfes, 
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fo the fame may be faid of our undent Britains who 
were very religious and obferv’d the Rules of their 
Priefls , and took extraordinary Delight in Cattle, 
whence perhaps they might affeft to have the figures 
of Beads cut upon their Bodies. From what has been 
laid down I hope ’tis plain that the Gauls and Bri -• 
tains were of the fame Original, What we have 
next to do is to fee what Arms were us’d by the 
Gauls. There are feveral Authors that have written 
of the Nature of them, and particularly Cluvcr and 
Boxhorn. Their Names are Spatha, gefftim, (gefum or 
geefumf lancea, fparum, cateia, mataris or rather materis 
{ not matara , machicra , fig;, uAiot;, ufiss or 
(n) thyreos, and cetrum or cetra. I fhall not here mfift 
upon the Signification or realon of the Names, but on¬ 
ly obferve in. general that the geffum was a Javelin, 
the fvarum, cateia and mataris were different Sorts of 
Darts, and that the thyreos was an oblong and the cetrum 
a fhort fort of Shield. So that the Spatha only remains 
(for the nature of the Lance is well known) to be 
compar’d with the Weapons we are confidering. ’Tis 
call’d by the Italians SB ADA, and by the Spaniards 
BSP ADA. From the Defcripiion that JAdore has 
left us of it, we are inform’d that Was a tiro-edg'd 
Srrord, with which they cut and did not thrufi Whence 
’tis plain thefe Arms had not Jharp Tops, agreeable to 
what / ivy (of has- related that their gladij were prat' 
lengi, ac fine mucrombus. And Polybius has the fame 
real on, why they did not pu(h with them. Hence it 
is clear that our Injlruments which have not two Edges, 
but are dull like wedges were not /paths, and fincethey 
do not agree to any of the other Gallick Injlruments 
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we rnuft carry on our Inquiry , and examia whether 
they agree with any of the Arms of forae other a>i- 
tient Nation that made a Figure in Britain. 


4* Our Ancefiors the Saxons will have no (hare 
in this Inquiry. For tis plain from the Hifiory of 
them given by Verfiegan, and the figures publifh’d alfo 
by him, that Spears, Halberds , Shields , Croft-bows, 
Swords, ("which were broad and bowings fomewhat in 
fafhion of a Sythe ,) and Hatchetts, which they call’d 
Bills, were the Arms made ufe of by them $ nor did 
the Weapons of the Danes that fucceeded them much 
vary if at all. Coming from the fame Parts they us’d 
the fame Cufioms in their Military Undertakings. For 
tho 1 the Normans endeavour’d to make an inlire Alterati¬ 
on, yet they found the Attempt impracticable, and they 
were forc’d to acquiefce, and lay alide their Propofals, 
which thwarted fo very much thofe antient Cufioms that 
were here generally entertain’d, and receiv’d. But how¬ 
ever notwithstanding thefe Infiruments do not referable 
either the Saxon or Danifi) Military Arms, yet I find 
in Wormius’S Mufeum (p) two Cimbric Infiruments with 
which they have forae Ukcnefs. Thefe he tells us were 
of Erafis, and he calls them Wedges. The larger of 
them was five Inches in length, and three in Breadth, 
is of opinion that they were us’d in the Wars, et- 


pccially when the Armies were very near each other. If 
they had Holes by which they might have been fix’d to 
Helves he would have believ’d them to be Battle-Axes $ 
but being neither hollow (as ours are.) nor having no 
o hcr way of being fatten’d to other Infiruments, he con¬ 


cluded that the 
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Wedges might be moft prope 
A very ingenious Gentleman fame time fince inform’d me 
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that much fuch Instruments had been found in the I fie 
of Man, and that a great many Urns had been alfo dif- 
coverd there, as likewife divers Inficriptions with Jlrange 
Char abler s. I do not queftion but the Inficriptions are 
Rnnick • And ’tis highly probable that the Inftruments 
Were like thole in Vformius y but if they agree exa&ly 
with ours they will from what I (hall fay by and by 
appear to be Roman. For notwithstanding it be com¬ 
monly held that the Romans never were in this I fig, yet 
X fee no other reafon why it (hould be thought fo, than 
that the antient Authors now remaining do not mention 
it. This is only a negative Argument , and what we 
ought not to lay a very great Strefis upon. The Urns 
ftem clearly to evince that they were here. I know in* 
deed that ’tis Paid that thefe Urns muft be perfectly Da-, 
nijh , by reafon of the fimall black Bones and Afiees found 
in them y which however is no fiure Ground to go upon. 
For I have feen in the Bodlejan Repofitory a Piece of a 
'Roman Urn which was dug up feveral Tears ago at an 
old Roman Town in England with many others, feme of 
which were of different Figures. Tis now in a Box r 
and with it are little black Bones , Jfises, &c- wrapped up 
in two Pieces of courfie hitmen. This Linnen is in the 
lame figure with the Urn, but the Urn for one of the 
Pieces is wanting. The Smallnefis of the Bones fiiews that 
they 8X£ the Relicks of Children. It was cuflomary a- 
mong the Romans after the Bodies were burnt to waffa 
the Bones with Wine and Milk, and afterwards the Wo¬ 
men wrapt their Children in Linnen , dry’d them in their 
Bofioms , and then put them into Urns to be buried. 
This Cufiom was alfo peculiar to the Danes , who learn’d 
it from the Romans, from whom likewife they receiv'd 
Urn-Burial it (elf. Such Xhw/ too are mention'd by the 
famous Sir Thomas Brown to have been found at Old Wiil- 
fIngham in Torkflir:. Nor is the Roman Hijlory altoge¬ 
ther filent of the IJk of Man% being known to the Ro- 

mans. 
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mans. For flat arch exprefly tells us, that cue Demctrmt 
failed hither, as well as to other Britijh Ifes in the Reign 
of Adrian . Tis no wonder that Rumck Infcriptions are 
difcovered in the Places where Roman Urns are found* 
Xhofe Infcriptions might have been made upon other occa¬ 
pons after it became in future Ages inhabited by Danes 
and Norwegians. The fame Accident has loinetimes hap¬ 
pen din England, And Mr. Camden particularly relates 
in the Clcle of his Dtfcourfe concerning Slone-Benge, that 
in the Time of King Hen. VIHth. was found at S 'one- 
Henge a Table of mixt Metal on which were ingrav’d ma¬ 
ny Letters , but the Character was fb firange that neither 
Sir Thomas Elyot, nor Mr. Lilly , the famous Schol-Mre¬ 
fer of St. Patti’s, could tell what to make of them, and 
fo there was no care taken to preferve the Monument , the 
Lofs of which was afterwards much lamented by Olatts 
Wormius, who thought it to be Runici^, as without que- 
ffion it was: and yet Stone-Henge itfelf is a Roman 
Work, as has been made out by Mr Inigo Jones, who 
tho’ he was confuted by the late learned Dr. Char let on, 
yet Mr. Jones's Opinion was very well defended by Mr. 
John Webb , who has in his Book diftiuctly examined the 
Methods made ufe of both by the Romans and the Danes 
in their Buildings. 

5. Having proceeded thus far in this Inquiry , and 
fliew’d that thefe Infiruments were not military Arms 
either of the Britains , or of the Saxons , or of the Danes, 
I thali now carry ioon farther and endeavour to prove that 
they are owing to the Romans, which is what I have before 
inlmuated. I once thought' that they were a fort of Axes 
which the Romans made ufe of in th;ir Sacrifice, of 
which Dr. Plot rakes notice of two forts, the fecures La - 
pide<e and the fecures Cuprete, tho’ Dr. Leigh will have his 
Infiances to be both Indian. Upon a more" narrow con' 
fderation oi the Roman facrifking Infiruments, t have quite 






^bang'd this 0 pinion y not finding the lead Fooijleps of 
*uch Axes in any of the Bookf of Roman Antiquities 
1 have hitherto confulted. On the contrary they are 
in the Suovetaurilia or Solitaurilia of the Columna Trajan# 
reprefented in the fame Form , and fattened in the fame 
manner, that we life at this Day. And fo alfo in other 
Sacrifices, as may partly be feen in the Gemms, Rings , 
&c. publilh’d out of the Studies of Auguftinus, and G<?r* 
l&us, as well as in the Monuments of Grnter , Reinefius y 
Spon and Fabrettt , to omit the Authors colleffced upon this 
Sub feci by Gr£vius in his large Body of Roman Antiqui¬ 
ties. Neither could they have been the Heads of Spears „ 
as is manifeft Irotn the fame Authorities. The Roman 
Spears and Javelins occur very frequently, and yet not 
one of them either on their Coyns or elfewhere is to be 
met with in the Figure of thele Inflruments. ’Tis true 
fome of their Spears had two Heads, fo they might ufe 
either End uppermoft as they pleas’d. We have one of 
thefe in Augujiinus (q). The Heads differ from one 
another, but they neither of them anfwer our Monu¬ 
ments. Nor are the moft antient Spears of the Romans 
we meet with different from thole they made ufe of 
in more modern Times, as may in fome meafure be 
feen in the famous Shield lately publilhed at Oxford 
(r), which is certainly anthentick. It’s Antiquity is de¬ 
fended in the Place I have cited; ft may here be farther 
added to what is there alledg’d that Lucius Floras gives 
(T) us the fit ft Inflance of the Romans fighting upon 
Plorfes without Bridles j and in the Columna Trajana (t) 
the Horfes are placed in full fpeed with their Riders with¬ 
out any Bridles or other Curbs to reftrain and guide them, 


(q) Getnm. & Sculpt. an.tiq._ M.- Edit. lac. Gronovii Franeq. 1694. 
Fan. nm. i$5. ( r) Vide Livij Edit. Ozon, Tol. VI. p. ip\. (/) 
Lib. I. c.g. (0 Nuns. ico. 


a great 



(. 4^7 ) 

a great many of the Rowans having made themfelves 
Mafiers of this Method of Fighting that they might 
like the Nnmidians fwho were famous for it) be the 
k(s incumber’d in the Battle, and ruth upon the Em¬ 
my with the more Force. Their Defalt ores alfc are 
Proof enough of it’s being practicable, 

§.6. But now tho’ thefe Infirnments are not properly 
Rowan military Weapons, fuch as they us’d in their Bat* 
ties , yet they were of fervice amongft the Sculdiers , and 
good Numbers of them were confiantly provided to 
be carried about in the Army. For I believe that they 
are Roman Chijfells , and that they were us’d to cut the 
Stones , and other Materials that were judg’d ferviceable 
for building their Camps. This is not Conjecture only 
as appears from the Columna hr aj ana, where (V) the 
Souldiers are represented polifhing the Stones for the 
Roman Tents in the Dacic Wars with fuch fort of Chif 
fells made of Brafis: Thefe Chiffells they beat and 
worked into the Stone and other Materials with Mal¬ 
lets of the fame Metal. We have other Infiances of 
it in the fame Pillar , which is one of the heft Mc a 
;?Hments we have by which to judge of the feveral 
In fir aments made ufe of by them in their military 
Enterprifes. Thefe Chiffells were cf admirable fervice 
in making their Aggeres, which confided of Earth, 
Stones and Timber • The Stones were fometimes thrown 
together without any polifhing • bat that was more 
rarely, and ’twas look’d upon as a better fecnrity to 
have them work’d that they might lye even. By 
this Account the reafon will be eafily perceiv’d why 
thefe lufiruments are hollow, namely to--fatten Handles 
to them for more convenience in-driving them.- If 
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ihey had been Wedges, ’twould have been a great In¬ 
convenience to have had them hollow. Befides the Wedges 
by being drove into the Wood or Stones would have been 
jlrangely worn on the Sides, and have receiv’d confide- 
rable Alterations, whereas the Sides of ours in the Bodle¬ 
ian Repojitory (and I fuppofe your’s are fo too) are juft 
as they were at firft, and there is not the leaft Change, 
unlefs it be on the Edge, which is very blunt and much 
broken, which I guefs to have proceeded from the Stone. 
As for the Ears Or Loops, ’tis probable they might be 
put on that thereby the Handles might be fixt the 
better or perhaps they were defign’d for the Eafe of 
the Souldiers, who in their Journeys might by this means 
faften them to their Girdles. For i believe moft if not 
ail the Souldiers had fuch lnjlrumnts, which they were 
oblig'd to make ufe of when Necejjlty requir’d. I know 
that ’tis the opinion of moll: that there were a few parti¬ 
cular Perfons always in the Army to whom thefe Works 
were committed, and that they w’ere exempt from the 
Office of Souldiers, and that they were marmorarij , qua¬ 
rt rotary, tignarij and JlruHores. Thefe may be call’d 
all by one Name fabri murarij, tho’ that is commonly reck¬ 
on’d only another Name for jtruffores . But this is a wrong 
Perfwxjion, and Fabretti has (w') wellobferv’d that there 
are no fabri murarij, as they are taken for Artijls 
diftinct from Souldiers, on Trajan's Pillar. This Obfer- 
nation he has made in oppofition to Santi Bartoli, who 
calls them exp refly fabri murarij. Fabretti s Remark as 
’tis very juft with refpedt to this fort of Artijls, fo it 
muft be noted that there were no other diftindt Artijls 
that were freed from the Dutys of Souldiers. Even 
the Artijls that had receiv’d liberal Education are to 


(») Syntagnu 4 c coluram Trajana pag. 208. 
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be comprehended in this Obfer-vatlon, X mean their 
Vhyfitians: which is the reafon that in Fabretfi we 
have (x) the PiUure of a Phyfitian fortified with a lorL 
ca or Coat of Mail and moving his Hands to a fick P erf on 
that was his Patient. The lorica (hews he was one of 
the better fort of Souldiers call’d evocati, thofe of the 
inferior Order being allow’d only a PeEforal of thin Brafr. 
It withal points out to us that he was after he had fi¬ 
nish ’d thefe Offices to the Sick, bound to betake himfelf 
to the other Offices of a Souldier. This was fometimes 
intermitted, but in Trajan’s drift Difcipline ’twas always 
obferv’d, he being refolv’d to imitate and bring into fa- 
fhion the Severity that had been made ufe of in the more 
antient Times. Fot this reafon we fee the Souldiers in 
this Pillar duly exereifing and performing, when there 
was any need, all the Offices of Tradefmen , it being at 
this time cuftomary to lilt Tradefmen amongft the Souldi - 
ers for this Intent. 

7 . Befides the Ufes thefe Infiruments were put to in 
forming the Roman Camps, they were moreover imploy’d 
in making and repairing the High Ways , which fwal- 
low’d up a large Quantity of Stone , efpecially in fuch 
Places as were marfhy and Fenny. The Pomptin Marjhes 
were vaftly large, and yet at fuch time as the Souldiers 
were too many to be us’d againft the Enemy , a motion 
was made thar they fhould be imploy’d to drain them, 
which was fo well approv’d, that the Senate immediate¬ 
ly gave Orders for if, and the Soil was fo rich and fertile 
that great Numbers came and fettled here, infomuch that 
there were no lefs than XXXIII. Towns built upon the 
Ground. The Waters however afterwards got ftrength 
again, and ’ewas in a manner wholly drown’d 5 which 
made Julius Cafar entertain fome Thoughts of draining 


(, X ) Loco cit. /’4JJ, 217. 
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them afrejh and of carrying the Appian Way through them, 
whereas it had before went about them ; but he fail’d 
in his Defign, and Was left for one of his Glorious Sue* 
cejjbrs the Emperor Trajan, who after he had cleans’d the 
Fens, caus’d a Stone Way to be made through them, 
whereon were built large Inns and magnificent Bridges 
for Conveyance of the Water which was in the up? 
per Part of the Marjh. For memory of which he had 
a Monumental Stone erefted with a proper Infcription, 
by which it appears that the Way was XiX Miles- in 
lengthy there, being placxl, at the End of every Mile 
a Mile-Stone, and from thence the Way At fell was in 
fueceeding Times call’d Decenmvium. I might from 
henqe take occafion to mention other Wo>fa of the 
Romans in Italy of this kind, in which Chijfells were 
abjblutely necejfary for cutting the Stones • but this is 
needlefs at prefen t, and therefore I (hall only remark 
that as Trajan was diligent about the Ways in Italy 
and. other Parts, fo it feems he, was, no lefs careful 
of, thefe Ajfairs in Britain. For notwithftanding fome 
tell us that the four (Treat Ways,, in Britain are owing to 
Molmuthis, one of the Briiijk Kings and Belittus. his,Son,ye£ 
Mr. Camden and others have fliew’d that they are rather 
to be attributed tojch e Rowans, being repair’d and made 
as it. were quite anew ('whereas before they were very 
mean) by Trajan, after he had reduc’d the Britains to 
Obedience v. Befides which Ways he alfo made divers other 
Tefifer. ones here, and perhaps.,thefethat have oc* 
caiioned this Letter may be fome of thofe us’d by the 
Souldiers in his Reign, tho.’ before his Time Acts of this 
kind had been perform’d by the Romm Souldiers, who 
alfo forc’d the Britains to undergo the fame Drudgery^ 
which occalion’d them to complain to Jgricola, -as if they 
were too feverely and hardly dealt with. 
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§: 8. If it be ask’d how it comes to pafs that thefe 
Inflruments are of Brafs rather than of any other Metal? 
it may be repiy’d that they as well as the People of other 
Nations in former times thought there was an extraordi¬ 
nary virtue in Brafs, Whence it was that they us'd brafs 
Inflruments when the Moon was in an Eclipfe Cy'), think¬ 
ing that by beating of them fhe would the more eafily be 
recover’d from her Labour, which cujlom almoR: univerfal¬ 
ly prevail’d. And ’tw,is upon account of this peculiar 
Virtue fuppos’d to be in Brafs that the Inflruments made 
ufe of in the [acred Offices were in the more early times 
all of Brafs, that the fufcans ufed Brafs Plorofares when 
their Cities were built, and that the Priefls of the Sabins 
were lhav’d with Brafs Razors (z). He/iod himfelf tells 
(a) us that the Antients us’d Brafs Inflruments before Iron 
ones: 

Xo;\kS> d v tp>« IQovtq* (F ovx, %cryji 

At which time not only their Arms but their Houfes were‘ 
likewife of Brafs. 

Toif J'' nr A? Ti'J'/ii-) %«.\ksoi Jin "««(■ (<*) 

The Cuflom might prevail as well in Britain as eljeivhcre , Iron" 
being not fo very plentiful in the firfi time of the Romans, 
however it might increale afterwards when the Bath-Forge 
wasereffed, and all proper Methods us’d upon that occa- 
fion. Nor ought it to be wonder’d how the Brafs-Chi[fells 
could be apply'd to the Stone without breaking to pieces 
immediately, any more than that the Plough-fares did. 
not fuffer the fame Damage in calling up the Ground and 
grating againfl: the Stones with more Violence, The Brafs 
in thofe early times was of a different nature from o«r«, 
and fo temper’d as to endure much longer with left in¬ 
convenience in the feveral Operations to which imploy d, 

§. 9. I have finifh’d what I have to fay at prefent up¬ 
on thefe old Inflruments . As for another Piece of Anti, 

(y) See Livy lib. XXVI. c. 5. Edit. Oxon. (x.) Vide Rhoiiiym zn- 
tiq> le&r. /.XIX. c. iOs (*) E ?y & % Lib. v, 150. (b) I LL v. UP- 
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wily which you tell rne you have in your Collett Ion, 
namely a Spur that is no lefs than 6 Inches and an half 
long from the Heel to the Middle of the Rowell, which 
you take to be of a much later Date than the other Mo¬ 
numents, we have one in the Bodlejan Repofitory of much 
the fame length , of which I have made mention in my 
Additions to Sir John Spelmans Life of King JElfred, 
There have been feveral others found in England, and 
you have jaftly guefs’d your’s to be more modem than 
the ether Inflruments. For thefe Spurs are certainly Da- 
nifh, as appears from Wormu/s Monumenta Danica (d) t 
where he has given us the Figure of one, and there is an 
.Account of divers others towards the latter End of his 
Mstfeumfi ne of which is afoot and fomeodd Inches in length. 

§. io. I have been the more particular upon this Sub- 
jett , becaufe I do not remember that it has as yet been 
treated of by any of our Antiquaries, and I was willing 
to difcufs feveral Points that occafionally offer'd them- 
felves when I began to con fid er it. Conjettures in Affairs 
of this nature are allowable, and accordingly I have made 
ufe of them 5 but l have endeavour’d to keep ray felf 
within the B ounds of Modejly, and I leave the whole to 
your better Sagacity. If l have fuggefted any thing that 
may be of ufe to you, as well as ferve to gratify your 
Curiofty , it will be abundant Satisfaction to. 


Qxon. .... Sir, 

1709. Tour oblig’d humble Servant 


Tho. Hearne. 

(c) Pag. 43. (A) Pag. 50. 
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